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Open Space Working Group Meeting

Information and Issue Recap 

November 14, 2006

RECAP

What we now know about open space 
resources in the SCAG region  

What’s been proposed to date at 
Working Group meetings and 
workshops regarding the focus of the 
program and possible roles for SCAG    

SCAG Region

Largest MPO in 
Nation
6 counties, 159 cities
25 million acres
18.1 million residents
40 years of planning
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SCAG Subregions

14 Subregions

Regional Profile

2.5 million acres of developed land

2.5 million acres of agriculture, mainly 
grazing lands

14 million acres of parkland/open space in 
public or non-profit ownership

6 million acres of vacant and other open 
lands, mainly private
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What Totals and Ratios Overlook

Local distribution/access issues
Local mix of open and other uses
Future uses reserved for some vacant lands
Remaining options for providing more public 
parkland/open space

Distribution of Public Parkland/Open Space

12.1 million acres in Coachella Valley, San 
Bernardino County, and Imperial County

1.8 million acres in Ventura, Northern LA, 
and Western Riverside counties

<300,000 acres in remainder of LA and 
Orange counties 

Distribution of Other Open Lands

Similar pattern as Public Parklands/Open 
Space

Key issue in urbanizing subregions
-- private vacant equal or exceed Public 

Parklands/Open Space
-- final status:  open or developed or both? 
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Land Conversion 2002-2005
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Mix of Open and Other Uses

Where is the Public Parkland/Open Space 
located in relation to developed lands and 
farmland? In relation to other open lands?

How does that mix vary among the 
subregions? 

Subregional Patterns
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Urbanized Subregions

More developed land than public open space 
(except Las Virgenes/Malibu)

Varying amounts of vacant private land 
(some to nearly none)

Little or no farmland

Urbanized Subregions 
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Urbanizing Subregions

More public open space than developed land
-- but substantial levels of development 

Relatively large amount of farmland

Relatively large amount of vacant private 
land
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Urbanizing Subregions 
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Least Urbanized Subregions

Substantially more public open space than 
developed lands

Substantially more farmland than urban 
development

Relatively large amount of vacant private 
land (equal to or greater than urbanizing 
areas)

Least Urbanized Subregions 
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San Bernardino County 

Most public parkland/open space and most 
other open land in region

More existing development than all of 
Riverside County; triple the amount in 
Ventura or North LA

Less farmland than any of the urbanizing 
subregions

San Bernardino County

0

2,000,000

4,000,000

6,000,000

8,000,000

10,000,000

12,000,000

14,000,000

San Bernardino Co

Public Parkland/Open Space Developed Agriculture Other Open

Farmland 
<65,000 ac

What We Know about the Region’s 
Natural Lands

Vegetation and Wildlife Linkages

Acres per Type

Road Occurrence

Interconnectedness

Current Programs and Plans
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Vegetation and Wildlife Linkages

Acres per Type

0

2,000,000

4,000,000

6,000,000

8,000,000

10,000,000

12,000,000

14,000,000

16,000,000

Acres

Herbaceous Shrub Desert Shrub Desert Woodland
Hardwood Woodland Hardwood Forest Conifer Woodland Conifer Forest
Wetland Water Barren/Other

Vegetation Acres

Herbaceous 301,332.61
Shrub 2,475,280.19
Desert Shrub 15,382,702.02
Desert Woodland 694,151.06
Hardwood Woodland 132,639.16
Hardwood Forest 167,474.44
Conifer Woodland 544,708.66
Conifer Forest 396,222.44
Wetland 6,029.65
Water 302,103.35
Barren/Other 494,938.48

20,897,582.06

Road Occurrence
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Interconnectedness

Current Programs and Plans

100+ active 
programs and 

projects

What We Know about the Region’s 
Community Open Space

Wide range of park to people ratios (acres per 1000), 
regardless of what counts as park

Limited options for providing more and/or improving 
access to open space in urban areas 

New challenge/opportunity to provide open space as 
part of mixed use development, especially in 2% 
Strategy opportunity areas

Wide range of plans and programs, many inter-
jurisdictional
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What We Know about Agriculture in the Region

More grazing land than farmlands regionwide (>3:1 
ratio)

Almost all of the farmland enrolled in Williamson Act

Several other local and state conservation programs 

More conversion of grazing land than farmland to 
non-farm uses, except in Riverside and Imperial 
counties

Important Farmland and Grazing Land  
2004
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Conservation Programs

Williamson Act Lands
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1996-2004 Conversion to Non-Farmland Use
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1996-2004 Conversion to Non-Farmland Use
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Recommendations to Date – Program Focus

Natural Lands  
Tie to watershed and water quality issues, 
Tie to programmatic mitigation program for RTP impacts, 
Focus on wildlife linkages
Base on regional “green infrastructure” concept 
Needs to be feasible and enforceable
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Recommendations to Date – Program Focus

Community Open Space
Focus on coordinating, assisting local programs
Focus on trail, access programs
Include urban agriculture, consider “sustainability” standard
Develop  “level of serve” standards for community open 
space
Develop standards/tools for identifying open space options 
for mixed use development and related scenarios

Recommendations to Date – Program Focus

Agriculture (preliminary)
Focus on rate of conversion to non-farm uses
Coordinate with community open space and natural lands 
conservation
Link to sustainability goals

Recommendations to Date – SCAG Role

Link funding for planning and/or transportation 
projects to compliance with open space program
Review projects and make consistency 
determination
Establish and maintain regional databases, especially 
for ownership and projects
Coordinate and provide ongoing forum for local and 
regional programs
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1996-2004 Conversion to Non-Farmland Use

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000 70,000 80,000 90,000

Ventura

Los Angeles

Orange

Riverside

San Bernardino

Imperial

Grazing Land
Important Farmland












